UNIT FRONT DOORS

Required Physical Capabilities:

When entering: unlock door {place key in lock and turn),
grasp and turn handle, push door into the apartment.

When exiting: grasp and turn handle, pull door open,
move outside, turn wheelchair and face door, pull door
closed with rope or chain, lock door (place key in lock
and turn).

Rationale:

Cost limitations prohibited purchase of automatic doors.
Analysis:

Although many residents can enter the front door without
assistance, most cannot reach the handle to pull door closed
when going out.  Most have a rope or light chain attached to
the door which enables them to close it without assistance.
Very few can operate the key locks.

Recommendations:

- It is critical that residents be able to leave their
apartments unaided in case there is an emergency, and
it is desirable under normal circumstances that they
be able to enter without assistance.  Locking devices
should be ones that residents with limited finger
control can operate.
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